said fibrous network contacting and covering said solid SAP so that 
said solid SAP is held in position. 

2. (amended) The highly absorbent composite sheet of claim 1, 
further comprising fine cellulose disposed on the solid SAP as a 
layer, said fine cellulose being covered by the fibrous network. 

3. (amended) The highly absorbent composite sheet of claim 1, 
wherein a coated amount of said hot-melt adhesive is 0.2 to 10 g / 
m 2 . 

4. (amended) The highly absorbent composite sheet of claim 1, 
wherein said hot-melt adhesive is mainly composed of ethylene-vinyl 
acetate copolymer and non-tacking. 

5. (amended) The highly absorbent composite sheet of claim 4, 
wherein a content of vinyl acetate in ethylene-vinyl acetate which 
is a main composition of said hot-melt adhesive is 20 to 40 % by 
weight and a thermal fluidity rate of said hot-melt adhesive is 50 
to 150 g / 10 minutes. 

7. (amended) A highly absorbent composite comprising: 

a composite absorbent including a non-woven substrate, a SAP 
layer, and a hot-melt adhesive layer forming a fibrous network in a 
form of a mesh and substantially entirely covering said SAP layer, 
and 

a sheet material disposed on said adhesive layer and bonded 
with said composite absorbent by said hot-melt adhesive layer by an 
adhesive property thereof to form a composite structure. 

8. (amended) A highly absorbent composite comprising: 

first and second composite absorbents, each comprising a non- 
woven substrate, an SAP layer, and a hot-melt adhesive layer 
forming a fibrous network in a form of a mesh and covering said SAP 
layer, said first composite absorbent being laid on the second 
composite absorbent such that said hot-melt adhesive layers contact 



to each other and are bonded together by an adhesive property 
thereof to form a two material composite structure. 

9. (amended) The highly absorbent composite of claim 8, further 
comprising an additional sheet material interposed between said 
first and second composite absorbents and bonded thereto by an 
adhesive property of said hot-melt layers of said first and second 
composite absorbents to form a three material composite stru cture. 

13. (amended) A highly absorbent composite sheet comprising: 

a non-woven substrate including a non-woven fabric with voids 
therein, 

solid SAP partly disposed in the voids and distributed almost 
all over in layers on a surface of the non-woven fabric, and 

a dual fibrous network covering a surface of the solid SAP, 
said dual fibrous network having a first fibrous network in a form 
of dense mesh comprising a hot-melt adhesive and a second fibrous 
network in a form of looser mesh positioned over said first fibrous 
network. 

14. (amended) The highly absorbent composite sheet of claim 13, 
wherein said dual fibrous network substantially entirely covers the 
solid SAP to thereby prevent the solid SAP from coming off. 



REMARKS 

In reviewing and checking the specification, there are many 
clerical errors in the specification, and also, line spacing is not 
proper. Accordingly, the substitute specification has been 
prepared and filed herewith. The substitute specification contains 
the amendments marked in the copy of the original specification 
attached herewith. No new matter is introduced in the substitute 
specification. 

In paragraph 19 of the Action, claims 12 and 13 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. In paragraphs 20, 21 and 23 
of the Action, claims 1-9 and 12-15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) or 35 U.S.C. 103(a) by WO '999, JP '975 or EP '349. 
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